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DONATE TODAY 


Help the Goodfellow Fund support the 
Tarrant County Child Nutrition 
Program during this time of need. 


Donate at goodfellowfundfw.com 
or send a check to Goodfellow Fund, 
PO Box 1870, Fort Worth TX 76101. 
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Industry divided over plan 
to cut Texas oil production 


BY GORDON DICKSON 
gdickson@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

A proposal by state officials to 
cut oil production in Texas faces 
a backlash from some in the 


industry who say they might 
have to close up shop. 

But other producers say re- 
strictions are needed to stabilize 
oil prices, which have fallen to 
historically low levels in large 
part because the coronavirus 
crisis has shut down the econo- 


my and led to an astonishing 
drop in demand for fuel. 

Among those in favor of cut- 
ting production was Matt Gal- 
lagher, president and chief exec- 
utive officer of Parsley Energy 
Inc. of Austin. 

“Doing so will not only cor- 


rect, prevent, and lessen the 
ongoing waste of Texas oil but 
also will hasten the stability of 
the Texas oil and gas industry 
for the benefit of the thousands 
of employees, contractors, and 
service companies who have 
built Texas to become the pre- 


eminent oil-producing State in 
the country,” Gallagher said in 
written testimony submitted to 
the commission. 

The commission heard more 
than 10 hours of testimony this 
week, but hasn’t yet taken ac- 
tion on the issue. 

Among those opposed to 
government intervention in oil 
production was state Rep. Char- 
lie Geren, R-Fort Worth. He said 
the state was already expecting 
significant reductions in reve- 
nue from oil and gas proceeds to 
fund government services and 
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John Pritchett, founder and CEO, looks at brewing tanks at the new Wild Acre Brewing Co. location in Fort Worth. Pritchett went ahead with 
the opening of the brew pub's satellite location on Camp Bowie Boulevard despite the coronavirus outbreak. 


Fort Worth businesses moving 
forward despite coronavirus 


BY LUKE RANKER 
lranker @star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
Unused tables and bar stools 

sit empty at Wild Acre Brew- 

ing’s new pub on Camp Bowie. 
Owner John Pritchett won’t 


dwell on what the grand open- 
ing for the satellite location of 
one of Fort Worth’s largest craft 
breweries might have looked 
like had coronavirus not 
slammed the door shut on many 
small businesses. Instead of 
opening with fanfare in the first 
week of April, Pritchett opened 


the brewery and restaurant at 
6479 Camp Bowie Blvd. quietly 
March 21, almost two weeks 
earlier than planned. 

“That’s spilled milk now and 
you can’t really worry about it,” 
Pritchett said. “We’re going to 
make the best of this situation.” 

Mandates designed to stop 


the spread of the novel coro- 
navirus have shuttered many 
businesses, and those still open 
have taken a major hit from 
stay-at-home orders. But some 
locally owned small businesses, 
particularly restaurants, are 
moving ahead with plans to 
expand or open in Fort Worth. 
When the coronavirus out- 
break reached North Texas, 
Wild Acre had just begun hiring 
kitchen and service staff for the 
Camp Bowie taphouse. Pritchett 
could have locked the door on 
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Crowley woman’s suit says cruise line 
negligent in husband’s COVID-19 death 


BY NICHOLE MANNA 
nmanna@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
A Crowley woman sued Prin- 
cess Cruise Lines this week, 
alleging the company knowingly 
exposed her and her husband to 
the novel coronavirus in Febru- 
ary, which resulted in his death. 
At least seven people who 
have sailed on a Princess Cruise 


Lines ship have died of CO- 
VID-19, according to the law- 
suit, filed Tuesday in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court for the Central Dis- 
trict of California. 

In a statement emailed to the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, the 
cruise line said: “Princess Cruis- 
es has been sensitive to the 
difficulties the COVID-19 out- 
break has caused to our guests 
and crew. Our response 
throughout this process has 


focused on the well-being of our 
guests and crew within the pa- 
rameters dictated to us by the 
government agencies involved 
and the evolving medical under- 
standing of this new illness. We 
do not comment on any pending 
litigation.” 

Susan Dorety and her hus- 
band, Michael, a retired fire- 
fighter, boarded the Grand Prin- 
cess cruise ship on Feb. 21 in 
San Francisco to celebrate their 


40th anniversary. 

Three days earlier, the Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention issued a statement 
that said the rate of positive 
cases on board the Diamond 
Princess highlighted the ongo- 
ing risk of infection on the ship. 

Despite the CDC warning, the 
cruise line still allowed pas- 
sengers to board the Grand 
Princess, according to the law- 
suit. At least two passengers 
who had COVID-19 symptoms 
just disembarked the ship while 
more than 60 others were al- 
lowed to remain onboard after 
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Judge grants 
temporary 
injunction, 
lets Texans 
vote by mail 


BY TESSA WEINBERG 
tweinberg@star-telegram.com 


A state district judge said 
Wednesday he will issue a 
temporary injunction allow- 
ing Texans to vote by mail to 
prevent the spread of the 
novel coronavirus. 

Judge Tim Sulak, who 
presides overs the 353rd Civil 
District Court in Travis 
County, heard arguments via 
Zoom Wednesday in the 
Texas Democratic Party’s 
lawsuit. It argues a provision 
of Texas Election Code al- 
lows for eligible voters to cast 
their ballots by mail to main- 
tain social distancing and 
prevent the spread of coro- 
navirus. 

In order to qualify to vote 
by mail under state law, Tex- 
ans must submit an applica- 
tion and be either 65 years or 
older, disabled, out of the 
county on election day and 
during early voting, or be 
eligible to vote but confined 
in jail. 

Attorneys representing the 
plaintiffs argued that Texans 
following stay-at-home or- 
ders and exercising social 
distancing fall under the 
Texas Elections Code’s defi- 
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Note to 
Subscribers 


Activate your digital access 
today. We are committed to 
delivering your newspaper, but 
if conditions arise that make it 
impossible to do so, we want 
you to be prepared. Activate 
your digital access for access 
to the eEdition — a digital 
replica of the print paper — as 
well as our website, breaking 
news and more. Activate today 
at www:star-telegram.com/ 
activate for 24/7 access from 
any device. Please direct 
questions to customer service 
at customerservice@ 
star-telegram.com. 
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